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Peter Klare
Schwaananien

Berlin-based artist Peter Klare approaches painting with a free, visually evoca-
tive style. He applies colors and forms to oversized canvases in broad strokes
of paint, detaches them from the painting surface, transfers them into space,
transforms canvases into sculptural forms, and paints over photographic prints
with pigments. Certain elements reappear as fragments, contours, or volumes
and shift between surface and object. This creates connections that restructure
perception and can be experienced as open states of being.

Monumental flower paintings feature prominently in this exhibition, their wall-fil-
ling presence transforming the medium of painting into an immediate physical
as well as spatial experience and almost literally drawing visitors into the image.
The large-format works reflect Klare’s recent return to en plein air painting. In a
present where digital and Al-based visual worlds increasingly shape reality, Klare
seeks direct, sensory contact with the world. Color, light, and atmosphere be-
come the starting point for an understanding of painting that is less concerned
with representations than with opening up spaces of resonance. The floral visual
worlds seem both imagined and real, like memories of a place of longing where
inner and outer landscapes merge into one another.

The shift between reality and image is also evident in Klare’s photographic
series. In Silver, Klare uses his own analog photographs of urban environments
and landscapes, treating them with silver pigments, graphic interventions, and
painterly interventions. The documentary clarity is dissolved. In the Collagen se-
ries, historical photographs by Klare’s grandfather from Schwaan encounter the
artist’s own fragmentary works, which reference American hard-edge painting.
Past and present visual spaces are layered one on top of the other, scales shift,
and personal approaches merge with painterly constructs.

These recurring outlines and forms, in turn, engender sculptural works that
emerge from canvases, such as the Shapes series or those figures that, as
three-dimensional paintings, shift between pictorial surface, object, and instal-
lation. Architectural elements or amorphous bodies resemble painted volumes
and extend the surface into space. Tactility and haptics are key concerns. Klare’s
works should be “felt.” They insist on materiality in an increasingly disembodied
visual world.

The exhibition “Schwaananien” explores the transitions between the picture
plane, object, and space. Forms, colors, and materials recur in various contexts,
and constantly adapt their appearance. This creates a body of work that does
not pin down perception but keeps it in motion.
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Exhibition
3.7-13.9.2026

Opening

Thursday, 2 July

7 pm

Introduction

Klaus Kruger, Professor

Dr. em,, Institute of Art His-
tory at the Free University
of Berlin

Artist Talk

Saturday, 29 August

4 pm

with Steffen Siegel, Professor
of the Theory and History of
Photography at the Folkwang
University of the Arts in
Essen

Guided tour on the closing
day

Sunday, 13 September

4 pm

with Peter Klare and
Franziska Schmidt

Information on further events
can be found on our home-

page.

Address

Haus am Kleistpark
GrunewaldstraBe 6-7
10823 Berlin

Telephone 90277-6964
www.hausamkleistpark.de

Free admission
No barrier-free access
Tue-Sun 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Press contact and

press photos

Tel. +49 (30) 90277-6964
hausamkleistpark@
ba-ts.berlin.de

An exhibition

by the Department of Art,
Culture and Museums
Tempelhof-Schéneberg The
project is funded by the BKF
Fund and the FABIK Fund..
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Peter Klare, born in Jena in 1969, studied painting at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Munich, where he was a master student (Meisterschiler) from 1992 to 1996, as
well as in Montevideo and at the University of California in Los Angeles, where
he received his Master of Fine Arts in 1998. In 2020, Klare was awarded a fel-
lowship from the Pollock-Krasner Foundation in New York. Since the mid-1990s,
he has had numerous exhibitions and projects in Germany and abroad. The artist
lives and works in Berlin.

Untitled (Expansiveness) from: Collages, 90 x
90 cm, pigment print on paper, 2021
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Silverlake from the series: Silver, 89 x 60 cm,
Silver pigment gouache on photograph, 2017

Branch, 330 x 350 x 520 cm, linen stretched over a wooden Untitled (Blossoming Tree) from: Collages, 90 All works © Peter Klare,
frame, 2009 x 90 cm, pigment print on paper, 2021 VG Bild-Kunst Bonn, 2026



