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Opening day 
Friday, 20 June 
7 pm 
Speaking about the exhibition 
André Kirchner and 
Barbara Esch Marowski 
 
Artist Talk 
Moderated by Uwe Warnke 
Thursday, 10 July 
7 pm

Information on further events 
can be found on our website. 
 
Address 
Haus am Kleistpark 
Grunewaldstraße 6-7 
10823 Berlin  
Telephone 90277-6964 
www.hausamkleistpark.de 
 
Free admission 
No barrier-free access 
Tue-Sun 11 am-6 pm

The exhibition unites the work – and life paths – of three photographers in Berlin 
in the 1990s, the first decade after the fall of the Berlin Wall. The three photogra-
phers share an outside perspective onto the foreign city that was just starting 
to become one again after the devastation caused by bombing and demolition, 
highway construction and the Wall. In 1990/91, their paths crossed for the first 
time through their joint interest in urban photography.

Peter Thieme and André Kirchner are equally fascinated by the urban waste-
lands as they are of the architectural voids that they turned upside down on the 
matt screen of their large-format analog cameras. Nelly Rau-Häring, by contrast, 
put people at the center of her work.
The classic photographs range from the documentary to the poetic, conveying 
the atmosphere in Berlin in those years. This enables us not only to explore the 
transformation of the city of Berlin and the influence of history on the lives of 
individuals, but also to trace the development of photography in the spectrum 
between documentary approaches and artistic auteur photography.

Born in Switzerland, Nelly Rau-Häring came to West Berlin in 1965 to learn pho-
tography at Lette-Verein. She worked as a freelance photographer in Berlin until 
her return to Basel in 2006. She maintained her ties to the city via many exhi-
bitions and publications about Berlin, East and West, most recently in a mono-
graph published by Edition Frölich.

André Kirchner, who grew up in Munich, came to West Berlin in 1981 as a student 
of classical philology at the Free University of Berlin (Freie Universität Berlin). 
He soon dropped out in order to devote himself entirely to photography, which 
he learned autodidactically. In 1984/85 he attended the “Werkstatt für Photogra-
phie” (“workshop for photography,” a school based in Berlin’s Kreuzberg district) 
and has lived in Berlin as a photographer, author, and gallerist ever since.

Peter Thieme, born in Chemnitz, studied photography from 1986 to 1991 at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Leipzig (Hochschule für Grafik und Buchkunst). In 1988 
he moved to East Berlin and has since lived in Berlin as a freelance photographer 
and lecturer in photography. 
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An exhibition of the Depart-
ment of Art, Culture, Museums 
Tempelhof-Schöneberg. 
The project is funded with 
funds from the district 
cultural fund. With the kind 
support of the cultural spon-
sors of the Swiss cantons 
of Basel-Landschaft and 
Basel-Stadt.
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© André Kirchner, Bessel-, Ecke 
Charlottenstraße, Kreuzberg, 
2000

© Nelly Rau-Häring, Potsdamer 
Platz im Bau, November 1999 
bis Juni 2000

© Peter Thieme, Mosse-Haus. 
Leipziger Platz, Dezember 1997

© André Kirchner, Hagelberger 
Straße, Kreuzberg 1999

© Nelly Rau-Häring, Potsdamer 
Platz im Bau, November 1999 
bis Juni 2000

© Peter Thieme, Friedrichstrasse, 1994

© André Kirchner, Mauerstraße, 
von Wilhelmstraße aus, Mitte 
1991

© Nelly Rau-Häring, Plakate für 
die ersten freien Wahlen in der 
DDR, März 1990

© Peter Thieme, Karl-Liebknecht-Strasse, 
1994


